
�

July 2007 Volume 7 Issue 6

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR STEVE. . . .

“WHY  ARE WE HERE?”

When I ask this question I don’t mean why were we born and what is the meaning of life, al-
though those are good questions. What I mean is, “Why is the Church here?” Why is First
United Methodist Church Pasadena here?  Why did God create this church?  What does God
want of this church?  What is our purpose?
The simple truth is that oftentimes you can ask ten different people that question and get ten
different answers.  There is one thing that all successful, thriving churches have in common.
The people have a clear understanding of their purpose.  Remember that last month I talked
about Fraser Memorial United Methodist church in Montgomery, Alabama; a very dynamic, growing
church. The people of Fraser understand their purpose is to “Win, Disciple, Serve”. They be-
lieve God placed Fraser Memorial United Methodist church at that location, at that point in time
so that they could Win people for Christ, that is, bring people to Christ and His church; to Dis-
ciple believers by training and equipping them to grow in their faith; and to Serve God in mean-
ingful ways by using our gifts and talents. This is something every man, woman, and child at
Fraser has bought into. You ask anyone at Fraser what their purpose is and they will all answer,
“Win, Disciple, Serve.”  Everything they do, every decision they make -- they ask first, is this
helping us in our purpose? Let me ask again, “Why are we here?”

Beginning the last Sunday in July and continuing for the next three Sundays we will attempt to
answer the question, “Why are we here?” As a church we will experience together, the evange-
lism campaign entitled “Reclaiming the Vision ”. During that four-week period we will have
devotionals for every attendee to take home. These devotionals will keep us in prayer and scrip-
tures together so that we can better answer the question. We will have a unified Sunday school
curriculum for all classes that wish to participate. This material will lead us further in study and
prayer and we will discuss the question in our classes.  Each Sunday we will have a scripture
text that focuses on who we are as the church and what God is calling us to do. The first Sunday
is the Great Commission , the second is the Great Commandment , the third is the Great
Consecration and the final Sunday is the Great Purpose . All of this will lead us to answer the
question as a church, “Why are we here?” “What is our purpose?” At the end of the campaign
everyone will be asked personally to answer the question in worship. The answers to this ques-
tion will by used by the Church Council and the Lay leadership Teams to develop a purpose
statement for our church. After this statement is developed it will be taken back to the congrega-
tion for everyone’s input. The group will meet again and we will put together a purpose state-
ment that says what we believe is the ministry calling of First UMC, Pasadena. As your pastor,
I am asking you now to make a special effort to be present at the worship services on July 29,
August 5th, August 12th, and August 19th.  It’s time that we were unified as a church.  It’s time
that we claimed God’s purpose for this church. Let’s do this together and discover what our
purpose is.

In the service of Christ and the Church,

Rev. Steve D. Woody
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Summer hours are:
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs – 8:00 a.m.-8:30
p.m.
Friday – 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
CLOSED SATURDAY DURING
JUNE & JULY - CLOSED JULY 4
 Walking Track opens at 7:30 a.m. on
weekdays

CHURCH OFFICES WILL ALSO
BE CLOSED JULY 4

SUMMER CAMP

“SHINE LIKE THE SON”
SPORTS CAMP:

July 30 th-August 2 nd (Monday-Thursday)
1:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.  for children who have com-
pleted the 1st - 5th grades
Cost is $50.00 per child  (includes daily snack and
a camp T-shirt)

Calling All Prospective Choir Members –
Fun, Fellowship, and Food!
 
The Chancel Choir is now actively seeking new
members to join us.  No other group in our
church has more fun than we do as we raise our
voices to the Lord.  We are hosting an open
house and orientation meeting for prospective
new members in the Choir Room from 6:00 to
8:00 p.m., on Wednesday, July 25, 2007.  Re-
freshments and sandwiches will be served.  This
will not be a practice, and no auditions are re-
quired.  If you love music and want to sing of
God’s great glory, then you are encouraged to
come join the fun. Many  of our current mem-
bers do not read music, so that skill is definitely
not a requirement. Our schedules are flexible,
so you may participate at any level you prefer. 
Please come check us out and see if this min-
istry opportunity is right for you to serve our Lord,
our congregation, and our community.  For more
information, please contact Tom or Julie in the
Music & Fine Arts office.  We hope to see you
there!

Singles’ News

Come join us for lunch af-
ter the 11:00 worship ser-

vice on July 8.  We will gather at the Ministry Center and
then travel to the Cornbread Café in La Porte.

Singles’ Movie Night – Friday, July 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Multi-Purpose Room.  We will be enjoying snacks and
watching the new release Ghost Rider starring Nicholas
Cage.

The Blood Donor Coach will be here at
First UMC on Sunday, July 29th from
9:00 am - 1:00 pm. Plan now to donate
your life saving gift.

Congratulations to Fran Gregersen!!
Fran Gregersen who heads our Children’s Ministry and
Communications Department received her certification
as a Christian Educator this past month. Fran has been

taking courses at Perkins School of Theology for the
past three summers and will be recognized at next
year’s annual Conference as a Certified Christian

Educator.
Way to go, FRAN!!



               MAY SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
   6 679

         13                   730
  20 712
  27 621

Driver Safety
Program
The Senior Adult Driver Safety Program will offer
their training June 20-21, July 26-27, and August
20-21, 12-4pm at Southeast Memorial Hospital,
11800 Astoria, Houston, TX 77089.

Help for the Annual Church Financial
Audit
We are anticipating to further reduce our costs by man-
aging our annual financial audit internally rather than
through an outside firm. The audit is an annual task
done to verify that we have proper accounting of the
church funds with good practices in place and will fol-
low a guide developed by the United Methodist Church.
We are seeking folks in the church with financial back-
ground that would be interested in helping with this ef-
fort. We expect this to be done in the July-Oct time
frame. If you are interested please call Marc DeChellis
at 281-486-4405.

The programs for the Prime T imers of First United Methodist Church, Pasadena.

We meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10:30 AM on the 1st Wednesday of each month, with a short business meeting, and
lunch following our entertainment.
Prime Timers will meet on Wednesday, July 11th at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The program will be Stars and
Stripes Band from University Baptist Church led by Marilyn Brown. Prime Timers will furnish the fried chicken and
baked beans and you bring your favorite side dish. Bring plenty as the 28 member band will be our guests. Prime
Timers is open to everyone in the community over the age of 50. Please plan to attend and invite your friends.
August 1st, will be a program presented by one of our own who has retired, serving in the field she will address. Her
topic will be: Synopsis of Medicare Home Health Benefits. It should be of interest and informative for all of us. The
program for  September 5th, has not been determined yet.
October 3rd, will be a couple who will bring us old time and gospel music on the guitar, flute, whistles, autoharp,
mountain dulcimer and hammer dulcimer. Justin and Linda Marquez play and sing. They have recorded several CD’s.
They are members of the National United Methodist Campers, Inc. and the United Methodist Church.
The schedule for the rest of the year will be published at a later date.
Pass this schedule on, come to our meetings and bring a friend.

Alzheimers has become one of our most dreaded diseases.
It deprives us of our golden years. It affects the entire
family.  There is recent hope that new drugs will bring
those who suffer with it back to normal lives. This will truly
be a godsend.

In the meantime, Care Team Ministries is organizing
Alzheimers teams. Patients suffering from Alzheimers,
Parkinsons, dementias of other types and other debilitating
illnesses are invited to come to meetings with or without
their caregivers. These teams have been described as a
“ministry of love”.

The First United Methodist Pasadena team is seeking to
establish an Alzheimers team. If you wish to know more
about us, you are welcome to meet with us or other
congregations who already have “Gathering Places” for
those who need help.

Keep us in mind!

CARE TEAM CORNER
We had another single mother come in seeking assis-
tance. She has three children, including twins, and one
of them is disabled. She was going to college and had
nearly finished her degree when her husband left her,
and now she can’t even pay all her bills every month.
We were able to help her with one of her bills, and our
volunteer was able to provide her with a lot of infor-
mation about agencies that help disabled children. She
had no idea there was so much help available.
She was interested in our church, especially when told
that our church can become a second family. She said
she needs all the friends and all the help she can get at
this time. We hope this young mother decides to join
our church. She is really carrying a heavy burden.
Please pray for her, and thank you for allowing us to
give her financial help—and hope. May God bless each
and every one of you.

SOCIETY OF ST STEPHEN



We honor the memory of
those who have been a part
of our lives but are now with
God.  Memorial candles will
be lit in the prayer chapel on Communion Sunday,
July 1,  for those who departed this life in July of
2006.  You may want to offer words of support and
encouragement to those who lost loved ones this
time last year.

Remembering the life of: Pat Crowthers, and
Esther Welborn.

Deaths

First Church Pasadena would like to extend its
sympathy to the following: Family and friends of
Helen Edmiston.

To Lisa Thorp on the death of her grandfather,
Joseph Rolfes

To Heather Curd  on the death of her grandmother,
Floy Townsend

To Nana McGregor  on the death of her brother.

Honorariums

In honor of Rhonda, sister of Lorinda Draper
Pamela J Goodwin - Library Fund
In honor of Gloria Cervantes
Pamela J Goodwin - Library Fund
In honor of Melodie England
Patty Hinson - Quilt Ministry
In honor of Jen Guerrero & Stacey Scott
Kathy & Khalid El Hejjali - Society of St Stephen

 Baptisms

Magen Marie Haase, and Jessica Erin
Pruitt

FIRST CHURCH NEWS
       Memorials

In memory of Virginia Owens
Mr & Mrs James W Ponder - Society of St
Stephen
Ellen & Jerry Jones - Society of St Stephen
In memory of T ravis Lancaster
Luralove Stripling - Building Fund
W B Cole - Building Fund
W L  Smallwood - Buillding Fund
James & Bessie Robinson - Building Fund
 J B & Doris Robinson - Building Fund
In memory of Helen Edmiston
Mrs Jean Johnston - Society of St Stephen
Olga & Kenton Pate, Jr - Building Fund
Lyle & Jeanne Pulleyn - Buiilding Fund
Dean & Betty Jackson - Building Fund
Friendship Class - Building Fund
Rudy & Tommie Ayles - Building Fund
Ken & Melba Odle Jr - Society of St Stephen
Billy & Jean Barfield - Building Fund
In memory of Thomas Miller
Lyle & Jeanne Pulleyn - Building Fund
In memory of Ann Coot s
Gary & Beverly Ingram - Society of St Stephen
In memory of Judy T eague Wielkens
Jo Martin - First Friends
In memory of Sudie R. Cornell
Lyle & Jeanne Pulleyn - Building Fund
Friendship Class - Building Fund
Dean & Betty Jackson - Building Fund
In memory of Thelma Hernandez
George & Mary McCullen - Building Fund
In memory of John Ray Harrison
Barbara Harrison - Society of St Stephen

New Members

Take a moment to introduce yourself and invite
these newest members of First Church to become
part of the life of the church by getting them involved
in a special Bible study or serving alongside you in
a  ministry area. God’s kingdom will be glorified!

Heather Curd, 4231 Alecia Dr, Pasadena 77503
Ph 281-930-9819

Charles Widney, 14202 Aldersn, Houston TX 77015
Ph 713-455-4959

Regina Lewis, 5107 Falvey, Houston TX Ph 713-
645-2263

Regina Haines, 701 Bradshire Ct, Deer Park TX
77536 Ph 281-479-0271

Matthew Neff, 16203 Buccaneer, Clear Lake TX
77062 Ph 979-324-3472

Elizabeth Duff, 2105 Camille, Pasadena TX 77506

Ph 713-473-8883

Steven Master, 1414 Chandler Cove, Pasadena TX
77504 Ph 832-230-5951



CLC HAPPENINGS FOR JUL Y!

BEAT THE SUMMER HEAT WITH BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES!
TUESDAYS AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE LOG CABIN

It’s summer and it’s hot, so stay inside and stay in shape with Ballroom Dance classes!  You don’t
have to have a partner to participate in class and you’ll have lots of fun and learn dances like the
Country 2 S tep in July  and the Fox Trot in August!  Cost is $30.00 per month.  For more informa-
tion call instructors Gail & Gordon Smith at 281-487-0684 or the CLC Office at 281-487-2843.

ADULT GAME NIGHT ON FRIDAY, JULY 20TH

6:30 P.M.-9:00 P.M./FELLOWSHIP HALL
WE WILL FEAST ON ITALIAN FOOD – COST IS $5.00

CHURCH-WIDE FUN NIGHT AT LAPORTE WAVE POOL!
THURSDAY, JULY 26TH FROM 8:30 P.M. TO 10:30 P.M.

We will have a private party at LaPorte Wave Pool and hot dogs, chips, and sodas will be served.
The cost is $5.00 per person or $10.00 per family.  Come and spend the evening with us and enjoy
great fellowship and cool off in the refreshing waves!   Invite your friends, neighbors, relatives, and
co-workers and let’s see just how many people we can get into that big ole pool!

CHURCH-WIDE CAMPING TRIP IS LABOR DA Y WEEKEND!
AUGUST 31ST-SEPTEMBER 3RD

GUADALUPE RIVER STATE PARK
Campsites with water and electricity for recreational vehicles, trailers, and tents are available –

There are no shelters at this State Park.  We will be able to enjoy bicycling,
canoeing, fishing, swimming, tubing, and hiking!  New Braunfels and Gruene
are just down the road from us too!  The campsites rent for $21.00 per night,
per family.  There is also a $6.00 entrance fee per person, per day for those
13 years and older.  Call the CLC Office to reserve a spot. 281-487-2843!

50% off Registration and
50% off Joining Fee

First United Methodist Church Class Schedule:
Mon.-Friday 9:00 a.m. (free child care)

Mon., Tues., Thurs. 5:30 p.m. (free child care)
Classes located in the gym.  Offer expires Aug. 31, 2007

jazzercise.com  (800)FIT-IS-IT



“TASTE OF THE TOWN” FUMC
STYLE!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH AT 12 NOON

Our Missions Work Area had so much fun hosting
our Church-wide Chili Cook-off last year.  We had
great participation from our Sunday School classes
and individuals and now it’s time to get ready for our
next fundraiser!  This time around we want all of the
wonderful cooks of FUMC to prepare their favorite
recipes for all to enjoy.  At our “Taste of the Town”
lunch we will be able to sample all of the varieties of
delicious dishes prepared by our very own church
community!  Tickets will be sold at the door and all of
the money raised goes to Missions.  Put this date on
your calendar and start digging out those special reci-

MISSIONSMISSIONSMISSIONSMISSIONSMISSIONS

Pure religion   and undefiled before God and  the Father
is  this -- To visit  the fatherless  and  widows  in  their
affliction.
The mission of Celebrate Recovery   is to bring hope
and healing to the broken hearted.  We care about you
and your loved ones who are suffering. One visit to CR

Community Chapel can put you on the road to recovery.   Remember, everyone is welcome.
Drop by any Sunday at 11am, Couples Class / FH-4, off South Atrium.

GENERAL FUND ANNUAL YTD MAY

Basic Funds Needed 1,424,400.00 593,500.00 118,700.00
Ministry Funds Needed    123,200.00   51,333.33 10,266.67
Total General  Funds Needed  1,547,600.00  644,833.33 128,966.67

Received General Funds 521,051.73 94,554.72
Received Designated   27,660.42   4,450.00
Total Received 548,712.15 99,004.72

MILITARY MINISTRY forming
Keith Bodine is representing the church in forming a Military Ministry.
He would like names and any other personal information of our members
or family members now serving in the military. He will also be available
to assist Veterans through the VA System. Keith may be reached at
281-991-1606 or 281-352-4331.

        Cheryl Smith &
Raymond Rich

invite  you to the

marriage of their daughter,
Cayce Rich-SmithCayce Rich-SmithCayce Rich-SmithCayce Rich-SmithCayce Rich-Smith

to

Roger ConnollyRoger ConnollyRoger ConnollyRoger ConnollyRoger Connolly
Saturday, July 21

at 2:00 p.m.
First United Methodist Church

Pasadena
reception to follow



THIS IS THE LAST  ‘PAPER’  NEWSLETTER YOU WILL

RECEIVE -- UNLESS  you send an E-mail to:

margiekearns@firstumcpasadena.org and request that your name be kept on the
Newsletter mailing list -
- or  Simply tear of f this page of the Newletter , fold on the dotted line so that your address
label is on the inside, -- Make any corrections needed, Tape it shut, slap on a stamp,
and put it in the mail. We’ll be DELIGHTED to keep you on the mailing
list.

Margie
Please Keep my name on the
Newsletter Mailing list!!

Place
Stamp
here

tape shut here


