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“AS THE COMMUNITY OF FIRST UNITED METHODIS T CHURCH”

     This is the first line of the purpose statement that we have been lifting up in every worship service. As
the “Community of First United Methodist Church,” we are called to bring everyone to Christ through
love, service, faith, and worship. The group that wrote this statement felt it was very important to remind
ourselves that we are a “community”. What we do as a church is the responsibility of all of us as individuals,
but at the same time, it is something that we do together, in community. This is our church. Therefore, it is
our unified purpose. In that meeting, people shared how a sense of community and belonging has been
one of the foundations of this church since its beginning. Paul tells us, “The body is a unit, though it is
made of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body.  So it is with Christ.  If one part
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  Now you are the body
of Christ and each one of you is a part of it.” (1 Cor. 12:26-27NIV) I love this text.  It’s one of my favorite
scripture texts. It reminds us that we don’t do this “church” thing in isolation but that we do it together, as
a community. If one of us is sick, alone, afraid or hurting, we are with them in their pain as Jesus is with us
in our pain. When one of us has cause to celebrate, it is reason for all of us to celebrate because of the bond
that we share one with another.  Now it’s true that we’re not always as successful doing this as we need to be
or want to be. There are,  undoubtedly, people within this church who suffer alone and who rejoice alone;
but this model of community is what Jesus calls us to strive for, and it’s what we want for our church and for
each other. We need each other.
     For the past few years this church has faced financial challenges and membership challenges. I have no
doubt that with the power of the Holy Spirit and true faith in Christ we can meet these challenges and
become a church that is growing and thriving both financially and in numbers, the key words here being
“Holy Spirit”, “Christ”, and “We”.  There is nothing that the church cannot accomplish in the name of
Christ, and with the power of the Holy Spirit, when that church comes together as one. This is the reason
for the statement, “As the Community of First United Methodist Church”; it’s also part of the reason for
our first annual Fall Festival. We have an opportunity to come together and do something amazing; some-
thing that can impact our numbers and our finances. But the success of this festival does not depend upon
a few, but it’s up to all of us. Imagine a Fall Festival that covers literally every square foot of our church
property with outside venders, crafts, several bands, activities for kids and adults, more food than you can
eat in one day, a silent auction, live auction and church ministry displays.  Imagine over 2500 people
attending this festival and discovering what a treasure this church truly is.  Imagine us raising 40, 60, 100,
thousand dollars for our budget. Friends, this is what the Fall Festival committee (which now numbers over
35 people) is working for. This and more can be accomplished at this festival if we come together as one.
     Here’s what you can do: pray daily for our church and for our Fall Festival. Set aside Friday, October
19th, so you can help with set-up. Set aside Saturday, October 20th so you can support this event with your
presence. Invite your friends and family to come. If you have items to donate to the silent or live auction or
you know people who can make a donation, do so as soon as possible, and contact the church office with
your donations. This is an opportunity for us as the community of First United Methodist Church to do
something together to meet the challenges that face our church.

In the Service of Christ and the Church,

Rev. Steve D. Woody



Tribe of Dan ( the altar design group)
wants to remind the congregation that No-
vember 4th is All Saints Sunday.  This is
the day we remember those who have
passed away the previous year.  We will
be commemorating the day and those

loved ones by having a special altar dedicated to them.
Please bring a memento of your loved one to the
church beginning October 24th.  There will be boxes
set aside for these items in the Church office.  Please
have them clearly marked with your name so you may
pick them  up the next week.  If you have any ques-
tions, please call the office at (281) 487-8787.

ALL  SAINTS DAY
      There are many facets to the Care
Team.  It is important for teams to
assist people and to experience the
blessings that come from those
relationships of  mutual care.It is
equally important for team members

to have fun with each other. I suspect they’d say their
hearts sing about their membership and service on
the teams.  If one’s heart sings, one eagerly undertakes
a task because it is worthy, purposeful, meaningful,
and gives joy to one’s life.
      The Care Team gives practical support to the Care
Partner or family member, doing tasks such as
transportation, housekeeping, help with errands,
laundry or providing meals; emotional support such
as common acts of friendship, outings, meals, phone
calls or notes; and spiritual support such as prayers if
requested by the Care Partner.
      Care Team duties are based on two equal
considerations:  What the Care Partner or caregiver
needs or wants and what the Care Team members
can do, based on time, availability, and skills.
      As a person struggles to retain control of one’s life
and circumstances that are under threat, it is not a
service for someone to step in and try to take away
more control, even if one’s intent is to be helpful.
EXCERPTS from “Connections”.
      Fill us at daybreak with your love, that all our days
we may sing for joy. Psalm 90:14

CARE TEAM CORNER

FLU SHOTS?
Once again we are to have Dr . Jimmy
Doan administer flu shot s at our
church on October 7 (Sunday 9am-
1pm) in the Parlor .  The cost is $25
per shot.  Upon request you may have
an itemized receipt.   There will be a

medical consent form to sign, and you will receive
literature regarding the influenza virus and the vac-
cine.  As in the p ast, $2 of each vaccination will be
donated to FUMC to First Friends.  What a deal!

Prime Timers will meet on Wednesday,
October 3rd at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  Southern Gospel Singer
Jennie Medfley will be the featured en-
tertainment.  On the menu will be rotis-
serie chicken spaghetti, garlic toast,
salad, desert and tea.  New  trips are also

being planned. Prime Timers is open to everyone 50 and
over regardless of church affiliation, so bring your friends
and neighbors and join us for fellowship and fun.   We will
look forward to seeing you there.

Taste of the T own - FUMC S tyle

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!
Without your help the event would
never have been this successful.
Thanks to our chefs, to everyone who
helped set up and clean up, and to all

who came to enjoy the great food.  Because of you we
were able to raise almost $1,000 to send to the minis-
tries that this church supports.

NEWSLETTER!
UPWARD Basketball and UPW ARD

Cheerleading
Registration Happening Now!

It’s time for all 1st through 6th grade girls and
boys to sign up for UPWARD!  Registration forms
are available at the CLC Office.  The cost for basketball
and cheerleading is $60.00 per child if you register by
October 11th.  After October 11th the cost is $70.00 and all
registrations must be in by October 18th.  UPWARD Evalu-
ation Nights will be held at South Main Baptist Church.

Do you miss the newsletter?  Would
you like to receive it via email?  We
want to send it to you!  Please email
April Spencer at
aprilspencer@firstumcpasadena.org,
to receive your newsletter.  Don’t forget

to add her to your safe list, so your newsletter does
not go to the junk folder.



Amazing Bible Race is a nation-wide
competition to read the Bible cover to cover in 2 years.  This race began on Sept. 1st with daily
scripture reading, online quizzes and weekly challenges.  Our youth department has 16 youth and 5
adults making up 3 teams competing in this Amazing Race.  This is a huge commitment for these
“runners”.  Please encourage us and pray for us.

Acts 2024: Forgiven Four: RAMMBo:
Brooke Hall Amy Harrelson Amie Theall
Kathleen Medina Diana Hejtmanek Bo Braddock
Kyle Shores Elizabeth Thompson Mikayla Andrus
Paige Reynolds Kelly Duke Michelle Honea
Lee Harrelson (Adult) Rebecca Thompson Robin Spidell
Tracy Meek (Adult) Agnes Hejtmanek (Adult) Samantha Varvares

Frank Hejtmanek (Adult) Kathryn Braddock (Adult)
Keep a look-out for updates and race statistics.

FREE Computer Recycling  during the Fall Festival
Saturday , October 20, 10 am – 4 pm

ScrapComputer .Com, a certified recycler , will dispose of your
equipment the environment ally safe way . DOD spec and certificate data
swipe service is available for $8 CASH per computer. Only one truckload
allowed per household.

Computer related items accepted FREE of charge at the drive:
CPU Monitors Keyboards
Computer Mice Laptops Printers
Fax machines Cell Phones Telephones and switches
Power Cords Servers Router/hubs/switches
DVD/VCR players/recorders UPS (uninterrupted power supply)
All cords such as Ethernet, printer cables, USB cables, etc.
Computer motherboards fingerboards
Electronic items NOT accepted:
TVs Microwaves
Household electrical items, i.e. toasters, grills, vacuums, etc.
Dumb terminals (used as viewing device for main frame)
Monochrome monitors (black and white, old monitors, single color)
Come early because once the truck fills up, you will have to store your gear until next year.
Electronics Recycling isn’t just the virtuous alternative … it’ s the sensible one!

281-487-8787



We honor the memory of
those who have been a part
of our lives but are now with
God.  Memorial candles will be
lit in the prayer chapel on
Communion Sunday, October 7,  for those who
departed this life in  October of 2006.  You may
want to offer words of support and encouragement
to those who lost loved ones this time last year.

Remembering the lives of:  Maura Wallace, Gerald
Trahan, Duane Kight,  and Jean Heiens .

Deaths

First Church Pasadena would like to extend its
sympathy to the following:  Richard Brinlee on
the death of his mother, Bonnie Fay Brinlee .

To the family of Barney Sloan

And to Elmer Bondy  on the death of his sister-in-
law.

       Memorials
In memory of Mary Brown
Angela Madole - First Friends
Cynthia Wright - Society of St. Stephen
Dick & Patty Hinson - Society of St. Stephen
Jackie Barmore - Society of St. Stephen
Gene & D’Ann Spiller - Library Fund
Donald & Betty Graham - Building Fund
Howard & Evelyn Bradley - Building Fund
Winifred S. Ehlers - Society of St. Stephen
Delores Peterson - Music Fund
Paul & Madeline McKneely - Building Fund
Jo Martin - First Friends
Jo Martin - Library Fund
J.C. & V.J. Jones - First Friends
Margaret Daedlow - First Friends
Tom Huchcroft - First Friends
Gina Rodriguez - First Friends
Shirley M. Watson - First Friends
Robert, Jr. & Becky Doley - Building Fund
Barbara Dyer - Society of St. Stephen
George & Mary McCullen - First Friend

In memory of Hazel Ann Vautrin
Howard & Evelyn Bradley - Building Fund
Lois Atkinson - Building Fund

In memory of Mary Rose Heath
James & LIsa Heath - Society of St. Stephen
C. William & Patricia Nash - Building Fund
Jane & Howard Chitwood - Society of St. Stephen
Barbara Dyer - Society of St. Stephen

In memory of W ally Raedeke
Delores Peterson - Music Fund
Barney & Kay Henley - Building Fund
Dennis & Frankie Cordray - Building Fund
Howell & Judy Stone - Building Fund
Bill & Muriel Barmore - Building Fund
Joan Chesley - Building Fund
Rev. R.C. & Marian Raedeke - Building Fund
Dean & Betty Jackson - Building Fund
Prime Timers - Society of St. Stephen
Vernon & Eileen Ewald - Society of St. Stephen
Robert, Jr. & Becky Doley - Building Fund
Howard & Evelyn Bradley - Building Fund
Ken & Melba Odle, Jr. - Building Fund
Bette Taylor - Building Fund
Edythe Stephens - Building Fund
Ruben Malina - Building Fund

In memory of Robert “Bob” Clark
Gary & Beverly Ingram - Society of St. Stephen

New Members

Take a moment to introduce yourself and invite
these newest members of First Church to become
part of the life of the church by getting involved  in
a  Bible study or serving alongside you in a  minis-
try area. God’s kingdom will be glorified!

Kim & Darrell Kankel, 4031 Thistledown, Pasadena
77504    Ph 832-243-6381

Emily S. Earnest, 1212 Lyric Ln, Pasadena 77503
Ph 281-731-6443

Kristina Lynn Haas, 6223 Egypt, Pasadena 77505
Ph 832-298-7248

Sonya E. Jordan and Evan P. Monzingo,
3909 Burke Rd #5804, Pasadena 77504

   Ph 281-998-8182
Joti Chhotu,   7010 Trimstone,   Pasadena 77505

Ph 832-443-4255

    Honorariums

In honor of Sussman Family
Kathy El Hejjali - Prayers & Squares

 Baptisms

Nicolas Grigson, Elizabeth Earnest, Shelby &
Lane Thorp, and Joti Chhotu



Recovery Opportunities at FUMC
Recovery —from addiction, from grief, from self-destructive patterns—is one of the things
offered through our life in Christ.  We have several venues in which healing and recovery
are the main focus.  Please make use of these meetings as needed in your life or the life of
your friends.
“Breakfast W ith Bill” —Alcoholics Anonymous meeting at 7:00 AM Monday-Thursday in
the library.  Step studies and Big Book studies take place in a traditional 12-Step format.
Narcotics Anonymous —A traditional 12-Step meeting for those in recovery from substance
abuse.  They meet Sunday and Monday evenings at 8:00 PM.  Open to all who desire to
become clean or stay clean.
Grief Support —Meets in the parlor every Sunday afternoon at 2:00.  This group is a peer-
led group that assists people who are bereaved and working their way through grief.  Open
to anyone who has lost a loved one.
Web-site at:  http://www.houstongriefsupport.org/index.html
Calvary Chapel —Group for anyone needing help with hurts, habits or hang-ups.  Open to
all.  Meeting 11:00 in FH-4.

GENERAL FUND ANNUAL YTD JULY

Basic Funds Needed 1,424,400.00 830,900.00 118,700.00
Ministry Funds Needed    123,200.00   71,866.67   10,266.67
Total General  Funds Needed 1,547,600.00 902,766.67 128,966.67

Received General Funds 864,796.78 105,181.12
Received Designated   78,251.45   13,516.30
Total Received 943,048.23 118,697.42

Amazing Faiths Project: Houston
Dinner Dialogues

Inter-Religious Understanding Through The
Amazing Faiths Project - The Amazing Faiths Project
wants to invite members of our community to  participate
in one of their Houston Dinner Dialogues.  These small
gatherings of 8 to 10 people of various faiths and outlooks
will enjoy a simple meal and then engage in a directed
discussion about faith, religious diversity, and common
values.  The Dinner Dialogues will take place Thursday
evening, Nov 15, from 7 to 9:30 PM.  Sign-up on the
internet at www.amazingfaithshouston.org, or call 713-
348-2222 to leave your information.  Join with The
Amazing Faiths Project to move toward common ground
on higher ground.  The Amazing Faiths Project and
Houston Dinner Dialogues is a diversity celebrating
project co-operated by Interfaith Ministries For Greater
Houston and The Boniuk Center for Religious Tolerance
at Rice University in cooperation with the Office of the
Mayor of the City of Houston.

The Pumpkins Are Coming!!!
In case you haven’t heard yet, First Church Pasadena will be hosting a Pumpkin Patch this year!  We will have a variety
of pumpkins, Indian corn, gourds and more!    We will have Story Time on Saturdays along with miniature pumpkin
painting for the kids and a photo area!  What better place to purchase a pumpkin for the fall season? Please come out
to browse the selection with your family and support the ministries of our wonderful church!  The Pumpkin Patch will be
open from Sunday, October 14 , through Wednesday, October 31st.

Pumpkin Patch Hours of Operation:
Monday – Saturday: 12pm – 8pm

Sunday: 12pm – 4pm

 SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN
 We never know how we are going to influence someone. 
A church member called to report that a young lady who
came to our office for help signed up to feed the
homeless.  She saw the sign-up sheet at the Ministry
Center when she signed in for assistance, and she left
her phone number. Someone called her, the lady went
into Houston and worked feeding the homeless, and now
she would like to go again.   The young lady said she
came to our Society of St. Stephen around l992 when
we first opened.  She came with her mother and received
help.  Now her husband has lost his job, they have five
adopted foster children who live with them, and she finds
her family needing help.  Our church member was very
impressed with the young woman.  We hope her
husband finds work soon.  Many of the people we help
express a desire to help others.  They appreciate
someone helping them when they are down, and they
want to be able to be of service to someone else in
need.    We pray for everyone who comes into our office.
Thank you for allowing us to be here for them.  God bless
all of you. 



CLC HAPPENINGS!
CLC OFFICE (281) 487-2843

FUMC TO PARTICIPATE IN CROP WALK 2007!
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7TH AT 2:00 P.M./CRENSHAW PARK

CROP stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty.  Local churches and civic organizations will
participate in this worthwhile community-wide fundraising effort.  You can walk a 1K, a 5K (3.8 miles), or a 10K
(7 miles).  You can get people to pledge money for you to walk or you can make a donation to walk at Crenshaw
Park.  If you are not able to walk, we also need people to bake cookies for this event.  All money raised will go
to local organizations in our community as well as to Church World Service.  Please call Reba Sloterdijk at
(281) 487-2843, the CLC, for more information or to receive an envelope to collect Crop Walk funds in.

UPDATE ON OUR CLC CERTIFIED PERSONAL  TRAINER
Many people are already using and benefiting from the expertise of Jonathan Rojas.  In our September newsletter
we had publicized that Jonathan would be at the CLC every Tuesday and Thursday from 12 noon to 3:00 p.m.
We now ask that you call Jonathan personally and set up an appointment to meet with him so that his time and
your time in the Weight Room will be more productive and successful!  Call the CLC Office for his contact
information.

PUMPKIN PATCH IS COMING TO OUR CHURCH!
DELIVERY OF PUMPKINS WILL  BE OCTOBER 13TH

PUMPKIN PATCH OPENING DAY WILL BE OCTOBER 14TH

We need lots of helping hands on Saturday, October 13th to unload hundreds of pumpkins that will be delivered
at 8:00 a.m. that day.  We will have breakfast at 7:30 a.m. that morning for all people coming to help!  Not only
do we need people to help unload pumpkins, but we also need Pallet Pilots who will direct those unloading the
pumpkins where to place them on each of the pallets.  Our Pumpkin Patch will be open from October 14th

through October 31st and all money raised will go into our church treasury.  This fundraiser will require lots of
help from our church community because it will need to be “manned” for 8 hours a day, 7 days a week.  ***If
you would like to volunteer to help at the Pumpkin Patch, please cont act Amanda Horton at (281) 235-
9113 or Penny in the CLC office at (281) 487-2843***

YES – WE ARE HAVING PUMPKINS ON PARADE
ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31ST!!!  6:00 P.M.-8:30 P.M.

We will once again open our doors to the community to offer a safe alternative for children on Halloween!  Hot
Dogs, chips, and sodas will be served at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, the Parade of Children will be held in
our South Parking Lot at 7:00 p.m., and the CLC will be open for games and fun following the Parade of
Children.  If you want to join in on the fun and enjoy seeing lots of costumes and smiling faces, bring your lawn
chairs and lots of candy to pass out to the children as they trick or treat in our Parking Lot at 7:00!  Call the CLC
for more information or to sign up to help!

IT’S TURKEY TIME ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH

We will once again purchase complete turkey dinners from HEB to be given to needy families in our commu-
nity.  Dinners will cost $45.00 each.  Please make your checks payable to “FUMC” and put “Turkey Time” on the
Memo line of your check.   We will also need people to deliver dinners to families on November 17th.  Please call
the CLC Office to sign up to deliver dinners or to purchase meals.  On Saturday, Nov. 17th we will meet at 9:00
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for a light continental breakfast and a short devotional time together followed by the
delivery of Thanksgiving dinners.

Each first Monday of the next couple months, FUMC has agreed to help Palmer Episcopal
Church in the Medical Center serve breakfast to the city’s homeless.  We leave our church
parking lot at 6:30 am and return about 10:00 am.  The dates will be Oct. 1st, Nov. 5th, and
Dec. 3rd.  Two Sundays prior to each of these dates there will be a sign up sheet on the
Ministry Center counter.  Please sign up if you can help.  This allows us to plan transporta-

tion for those attending.



Planning a meeting at the Church?
Please make your room reservation as early as possible — give us at least two weeks minimum
request time. Just fil l in the form at www.firstumcpasadena.org, e-mail Vivian at
vivianjacobson@firstumcpasadena.org, or call  - 281-487-8787.  Reservation forms are also avail-
able at the reception desk, or you may request one by E-mailing Vivian. No Event s should be

advertised before a reservation has been made. To ensure there are no conflicts, please submit your Reserva-
tion Form when you submit your articles.

Cancelling or changing a meeting already scheduled?
It is of utmost importance that you inform us immediately of any changes or cancellations. Please keep this in
mind as we approach the holiday season, when schedules are apt to change. By keeping us aprised of all room
requests, changes, and cancellations, we will be able to serve you much better, and save time and energy costs
as well.

3rd & 4th Grade
Bible Presentation

Sunday, October 14, 2007
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

A special presentation will be made to all children in 3rd & 4th grades
on Sunday, October 14.  During the 11:00 a.m. worship service all
3rd & 4th grade boys and girls will be invited to come forward to the
chancel rail to receive a special Bible presented to them from their
First UMC Pasadena family.  Scripture memorization can be a pow-
erful tool in the lives of our children as they face life’s daily chal-
lenges.  As a Christian community of love, saying yes to providing
our children with Bibles is one more way we can nurture them in
their faith.

FIRST ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2007

10 AM - 4 PM
Bring the whole family and get a chance to dunk Pastor Steve, or
grab a sausage on a stick.  This will truly be a day of family
fun.  SHOPPING VENDORS, FUNNEL CAKE, BARBEQUE , AUCTIONS, CARNIVAL,
LIVE MUSIC, PUMPKIN PATCH, AND GOOD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP!!!!!!!!
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As the Community of First United Methodist
Church, we are called to bring everyone to
Christ, through love, service, faith, and worhsip.

www.firstumcpasadena.org

Pas t or al Car e t hr ough V isit ation

In an effort to extend pastoral visitation to all who
need its support, our pastors and Wesley Ministers
will be visiting the hospitals.  Please let the church
office know of any needs—illness, hospitalization,
surgery and bereavement.   As the  minister over-
seeing pastoral care, Rev. Cheryl Smith will coordi-
nate our outreach ministries. Please allow us to
serve you well by  keeping us informed of congre-
gational needs.

Return Service Requested
Fir s t Chur c h S t af f

Rev. Steve Woody Senior Pastor
Rev. Cheryl Smith Associate Pastor
Penny Buckert Director of Activities & Outreach Ministries
Margie Davis Financial Secretary
Fran Gregersen Director of Children’s Ministries
Christine Griffin Praise Team Leader

Vivian Jacobson Operations Management

Margie Kearns Membership Coordinator
Lucy Kruse Food Service Coordinator
Matthew Neff Youth  Director
April Spencer Communications
Julie Stuckey Music and Fine Arts Administrator
Debra Sussman Day School Director
Tom Thompson Director of Music and Fine Arts Ministries
Jennifer Young Nursery Coordinator
Carol Wilson Wedding Coordinator
Karen Wilson Receptionist

First Church Pasadena
 United Methodist

1062 Fairmont Parkway
Pasadena, TX 77504

281-487-8787
www.firstumcpasadena.org


